Spontaneous tumors and common diseases in two colonies of Syrian hamsters. II. Respiratory tract and digestive system.
Spontaneous respiratory tract neoplasms in Syrian hamsters occurred in almost equal frequencies in two colonies: 3% in the Eppley Colony (EC) and 3.6% in the Hannover Colony (HC). Neoplasms were in the nasal cavity, trachea, and lungs, and most were benign; however, 2 adenocarcinomas of the nasal cavity (EC) and 1 adenocarcinoma of the larynx (HC) were found. The incidence of digestive tract tumors showed a more marked difference than that of the respiratory tract: 7% in the EC and 23% in the HC. Digestive tract tumors accounted for 15 and 41% of all tumors in the EC and HC, respectively. All EC digestive tract neoplasms were benign and occurred mostly in males; 19 (83%) were forestomach papillomas and the remaining 4 )17%) were liver hemangioendotheliomas (2) and pancreatic duct adenomas (2). In the HC, almost 50% of the digestive tract neoplasms were malignant and most frequent in females. These tumours include 19(42%) intestinal adenocarcinomas, 18(40%) liver neoplasms (hemangioendotheliomas, cholangiomas, cholangiocarcinomas), 5 (13%) forestomach papillomas, and 2 (4%) gallbladder polyps. The morphology of these neoplasms was reported.